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The California Nursing Outcomes Coalition is the largest regional database in the nation.  The passion for excellence and demand for improvements in patient safety has driven our work. We invite you, our CalNOC participating facilities to share your accomplishments with the Nursing Community by submitting an abstract of your work for consideration as a poster presentation.   Participants are invited to share projects, ideas and practices that have been found to be innovative and effective in their practice.  Posters will be reviewed by conference participants for originality and innovation, visual presentation and usefulness for practice.  
Topics for presentations should focus on one of the following areas:

· Dashboards:  Using data to drive institutional improvements and to maximize benchmarking activities
· Practice Changes:  Results from projects using CalNOC Data to improve patient care processes and outcomes 

· Surveys: Use of CalNOC data during JCAHO Survey:  Tips and Hints for others.
· Quality Goals: Incorporating CalNOC into institutional quality goals.

· Performance Improvement: Using CalNOC measures for unit based performance improvement.

· Magnet Application: Use of CalNOC Data for Magnet Application.  

· TRIP Project:  Learnings and practice changes related to the project.  

Guidelines for Abstracts
1. Descriptive title
2. Purpose and/or objectives of the project 

3. Background and significance, including an overview of the type of clinical units for the project
4. Description of methods or procedures or practice changes  

5. Evidence of results or outcomes of the project and how you measured the results – show us the data! 
6. Conclusion or description of the impact of the project on patient care quality, costs or outcomes.  
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
· Abstracts should be a maximum of 500 words.  
· Use 12 point font, single-spaced with 1 inch margins. 
· Capitalize Title. 

· Summit electronically via a WORD file.

· Do not place names on abstract page. 

· Abstract Submission form must be complete (a copy of form included with the packet)
*The abstract packet must include the following:


- One (1) copy of the abstract


- One (1) copy of the Submission form 

- One (1) copy of primary presenter’s CV 
*Email completed packet to: Patricia McFarland at patricia@acnl.org 
*Completed packets must be received by February 28, 2008
SELECTION AND NOTIFICATION

Our goal is to welcome as many abstracts as space will permit. We want to hear from YOU!    Confirmation of acceptance for a poster presentation will be by email not later than March 15, 2008.  We will print the abstract for your poster presentation in the conference syllabus.

REGISTRATION FEES
Poster presenters must register for the conference.
QUESTIONS

Any questions regarding the conference should be directed to Patricia McFarland at (916) 552-7528 or  patricia@acnl.org.

Questions about the abstracts, and the selection/confirmation of poster presentations should also be directed to Patricia McFarland.  
How to Write a Good Abstract: Dos, Don’ts and Helpful Hints 
By Drs. Susan Shapiro and Nancy Donaldson is available on the CalNOC web site (e-reserve).  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST!
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