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H1N1 and Seasonal Flu Cases

· Flu may be leveling off, but it is still present and well above average for this time of year, both nationally and in California. 

· The CDC estimates that 4.3 million Californians have already been infected with H1N1. California’s state of infection has been below the national average.

· For the last reporting period, California has experienced the following: 

· 20 deaths, of which 3 were from the week of December 7th and 17 were from prior weeks. That’s a decrease from 31 deaths in the prior reporting period.

· 248 hospitalizations, of which 103 were from the week of December 7th and 145 from prior weeks.  That’s a decrease from 278 hospitalizations in the prior reporting period.

· H1N1 is a particularly serious disease for pregnant women, infants and people with underlying conditions such as asthma or diabetes. Since the pandemic began early this year, California has experienced a total of:

· 522 pregnant women that required hospitalization and 16 that died
· 2,771 pediatric patients 18 years or younger that were hospitalized or reported as fatal cases. 44 of those have been deaths 

· Californians should continue to seek opportunities to get vaccinated and practice good hygiene to protect themselves from the flu. Wash your hands often, cover your cough and stay home if you are sick.

· To see current graphics of H1N1 flu data, please visit http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Pages/Default.aspx
Vaccination Status

· To date, more than 10 million doses of vaccine orders have been filled by California and distributed as follows:  

· 75 percent of all vaccine has gone directly to private medical providers, including hospitals and physicians offices; and
· 25 percent of the vaccine has gone to local health departments to use in mass vaccination efforts at no cost or to supplement private providers’ orders.  

· During the week of December 14th California experienced a non-safety recall of some vaccine intended for children aged 6 months to 3 years of age. A slight lack of potency was discovered through routine testing, and the specific batches of vaccine were pulled as a precaution. There is no need to revaccinate those children who may have received those batches of vaccine. 
· It is important when there is a lull in disease and an increase in supply, to use this window of opportunity to get vaccinated.

Public Awareness
· The Governor recently challenged Californians to enter the CDPH Film Fest competition, highlighting the steps to avoid H1N1 and the seasonal flu.  The winning entries can be viewed at http://www.cdphfilmfest.org/ and include:

· Walnut Elementary School – Grand Prize Winner and recipient of a $500 gift card provided by the non-profit   California Immunization Coalition

· Daniel Natzke – Silver Winner

· Robert Wakamatsu – Silver Winner

· Nevada Union High Film Club – Silver Winner

The above are key highlights from the CDPH December 17th Press Conference. To view the conference in full, please visit http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Pages/Default.aspx 

