April 16, 2010

 

Tricia Hunter - Executive Director of ANA\C - is asking that all of you write letters to the Senate Health Committee ASAP to Oppose SB 1051. At the bottom of this e-mail is the letter that I sent on behalf of ANA\C opposing SB 1051. Also, I'm attaching what was read by the Board of Registered Nursing’s attorney at their March 25th BRN board meeting concerning Diastat.  If this bill passes, unlicensed personnel will be allowed to administer this drug and it will change our Nurse Practice act. We must stand strong.

 

Your one page letter should start out - 

 

"I am a registered voter and I have been a registered nurse for (x) years.  I am in opposition to SB 1051". 

 

Below is a graph for the fax numbers and e-mail addresses for the Senate Health Committee members. 

If you e-mail or fax a Senator a letter, please let us know that you have done so. 

 

There are 450,000+ licensed nurses in CA (RN/LVN) and OUR voices must be heard. 

Every letter counts. Remember, for each letter written it equals 100 others who did not.  

 

If You Are Not At The Table - YOU Are On The Menu! 

 

Thanks,

Myrna Allen, MSN, RN

 

	Senate Health Committee
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Senator
	Room #
	Fax #
	E-Mail

	Elaine Alquist - Chair
	5080
	916-324-0283
	SenatememberAlquist@senate.ca.gov

	Tony Strickland - Vice Chair
	4062
	916-324-7544
	 

	Samuel Aanestad
	3063
	916-445-7750
	all use this format

	Gilbert Cedillo
	5100
	916-327-8817
	 

	Dave Cox
	2068
	916-324-2680
	 

	Mark Leno
	4061
	916-445-4722
	 

	Gorlia Negrete McCloud
	2059
	916-445-0128
	 

	Fran Pavlev
	4035
	916-324-4823
	 

	Gloria Romero
	2090
	916-445-0485
	 


 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
April 14, 2010

Senator Elaine Alquist - Chair

State Capitol – Room 5080 

Sacramento, CA  95814

RE: Opposition to SB 1051

Dear Senator Alquist,

The American Nurses Association of California (ANA\C) is opposed to SB 1051.

This bill would allow unlicensed employees of school districts to volunteer to administer Diastat. 
Diastat is a medication containing Valium and is given as a rectal gel suppository to relieve someone who is an epileptic having continuous seizures. It is considered an emergency drug for this condition. Since this medication contains Valium, it is a Class 2 medication and requires a physician’s order to obtain. Valium is highly sought after by drug abusers to reduce the effects of their own self-administered drugs of choice. Diastat must never be given to someone who is pregnant due to birth defects to the unborn; if one is taking other benzodiazepines (Librium, Atavan) as severe allergic reactions occur; if one has asthma as it causes severe and immediate breathing problems; or if one has been drinking alcohol as it causes severe confusion. Diastat is prepackaged as a single dose device for both adults and children.

For administration of Diastat, one must recognize a continuous seizure is in progress without any degree of lessening of the seizure activity – a usual seizure event last a few minutes. Within five minutes of this assessment, one must remove a person’s underclothing and insert the device into the rectum (never vaginally) all without harm to the individual who is in full seizure mode. One must also know that the person is not pregnant, does not have asthma, has not been drinking, nor is the individual taking or have taken other contra-indicated medications. Qualified staff must make a full assessment of the event or harm will occur that may be irreparable. 

The two drugs that unlicensed persons are legally allowed to administer are pre-packaged Epinephrine and Glucagon which can be injected anywhere on the body. These two drugs are not Class 2 drugs. They are not given when an individual may be having an uncontrolled seizure activity. Diastat requires a knowledge base assessment by qualified staff familiar with this type of clinical diagnosis and life saving requirements – not “on-the-job” training once a year – similar to fire and disaster drills. You may hear that other states – not California - have been doing this via a trained Medication Aid.  The licensed nurse was immediate available at the school site or school event.

ANA\C strongly opposes SB 1051 for Diastat to be administered by unqualified and unlicensed personnel. Public harm will be greatly increased if Diastat is included by regulation with these other two drugs mentioned. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

[image: image1]
Elissa Brown, MSN, PHMCNS-BC

President of American Nurses Association of California

