LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY

The reorganization of ANA\C is complete and I am embarking on a two- year term on the Board of Directors as the Director of the Legislative Focus Group.    My name is Monica Weisbrich.  I am a registered nurse whose primary career focus is perioperative nursing.  It is my pleasure to represent the ANA\C membership on your Board of Directors.

 One of my responsibilities as Director is to chair the Legislative Focus Group.  The Legislative Focus Group consists of the Legislative Committee and the Legislative Interest Group.

Under the guidance of the ANA\C Executive Director Tricia Hunter, RN, the Legislative Committee monitors bills before the legislature concerning nursing practice, nursing education and health care access.  When bills to be monitored have been identified, the Legislative Committee meets to prioritize the bills by assigning  support, support if amended, watch or oppose position to each bill.  

The Legislative Interest Group is made up of nurses who do not want to participate at the committee level at this time but still want to be kept informed.  This group is routinely sent the Legislative Bill Folder with status reports and key legislative activity happening in California. 

As I begin my tenure, the Legislature has entered into a two (2) year bill cycle which means bills were introduced in January 2009 and have the potential to be reintroduced again in January of 2010.  The Committee communicates by email and conference calls.  As the bills progress through the process, I would suggest you review the Bill Folder on the ANA\C web site—www.anacalifornia.org   The Bill Folder shows the status of each bill ANA\C is monitoring, what committee the bill is being heard in and any amendments that may occur.  The Bill Folder will continue to be updated frequently until the bill (s) are sent to the Governor’s desk, sometime in October, for signature or veto.

As I conclude, I would suggest if you have an interest in the legislative process within our State, and are a member of the American Nurses Association\California, we’d love to hear from you and add you to the Legislative Committee or to the Legislative Interest Group.

Until next time—

Monica Weisbrich, RN

monica@anacalifornia.org

