From Donna Dolinar RN BSN MPA

ANA\C Director of Practice

Happy 2012! Yet again, nurses rank as the most trusted professionals! Nurses ranked very high for honesty and ethics. Way to go nurses! Full results can be found here 
In the words of Gretta Styles, RN, EdD, FAAN, in 2003 "Imagine a world without nurses. Think of a world without persons who know what nurses know; who believe as nurses believe; who do what nurses do; who have the effect that nurses have on the health of individuals, families, and the nation; who enjoy the trust that nurses enjoy from the American people. Imagine a world like that, a world without nurses." (Learn more about Gretta Styles and her influential work for nurses and the profession.)

In putting this newsletter together today, it seems to highlight many of the topics we have been addressing throughout the year. These topics include BRN issues, the importance of new graduate residencies, workplace safety, opportunities presented in the future of nursing recommendations, and the important role APRN's play as primary care providers now more than ever with the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.

BRN Update-
The California Legislature will convene this week. For current updates check the ANA\C website. 

Stay up to date-
To sign up to receive all of ANA's e-newsletters go to: Nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/ANAMarketplace/SignupforANAeNewsletters.html.

Justifying Investment in a New Graduate RN Residency during a Tough Economy-Free Webinar January 11, 2012, 9:00 am – 10:30 am Pacific 
 In October 2010, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) report, The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health, highlighted an urgent need for RN transition-to-practice residencies.  However, justifying an investment in a new graduate RN residency remains a necessary business requirement in today's tough economic climate. For more information and registration: Please click here. 

Free Workplace Program and CE on Chemical Exposure-
ANA is offering a FREE program where qualified instructors come to your work place or state nurses association to teach "Hospital-Based First Receivers: Teaching the Caring Professional to Take Care." This dynamic one-day program includes instruction on a wide array of personal protective equipment, incident command system, patient decontamination, hazard vulnerability analysis and much more.
Survey Shows Improved RN Work Environment, But Safety Can Be Increased-
A new ANA survey shows that the work environment for registered nurses is safer overall than 10 years ago, with both patient lifting equipment and needles with safety devices more prevalent. However, more can still be done to reduce hazards and promote a workplace culture that prioritizes nurses' health and safety.

What's clear from the 2011 Health and Safety Survey is that nursing still is tough on the body, and that many nurses frequently work despite pain.  Creating a healthier, safer workplace is crucial to building and maintaining an adequate nursing workforce, yet stress, overwork, injury and other issues all affect nurses.
Read the results of the survey, and then learn more about the specific ANA programs that address these issues for the profession.
Interested in spreading the word-
Due to continued need for spreading the word about the CA AC (California Action Coalition) and to ensure consistency in our messaging a Speakers Bureau will be formed in early 2012. Casey Shillam will be holding the first four half-day training sessions in the first quarter of the new year: February16, 2012 (Bay Area), February 29, 2012 (Central Valley), March 2, 2012 (Northern CA) and March 19, 2012 (San Diego area). Additional trainings will take place in the 2nd quarter of 2012 in other areas as determined. 
Feds Want Better Data on Nurse Practitioners-
The Health Resources and Services Administration is proposing a National Sample Survey of Nurse Practitioners, according to the attached notice from the November 23rd Federal Register.  Data will be collected about NP settings, positions, roles, services provided, and to "explore NPs' satisfaction with and perception of the extent to which they are working to their full scope of practice."  
NCSBN Interactive APRN Consensus Maps Now Available-
The National Council of State Board of Nursing (NCSBN) recently announced that their interactive APRN Consensus maps are available on the NCSBN website: ncsbn.org. 
The map project, located here, can inform boards of nursing, associations, advanced practice registered nurses, healthcare team members, consumers and other stakeholders.  NCSBN will indicate updates as they are added.
AHRQ Producing Fact Sheets on the U.S. Primary Care Workforce
To further inform policy discussions around the U.S. primary care workforce, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) is producing a set of fact sheets to provide health care policy and decision makers with information on the U.S. primary care workforce.  
Find more information here.
AHRQ estimates that 48% of nurse practitioners work in primary care and make up nearly 25% of the primary care providers in the U.S.   
Find more information here.
Again, Happy 2012 to each of you! I hope you all are doing well and have a peaceful new year. 
