August 29, 2011 Report from H.K. Schultz Regional 9 Director US Dept HHS 
Six Announcements

1. HHS Awards $137 Million to States to Boost Prevention and Public Health

2. CDC Awards more than $40 Million to Strengthen State and Local Health Departments

3. New Coverage

4. Affordable Care Act Initiative to Lower Costs, Help Doctors and Hospitals Coordinate Care.

5. Non-Federal Members Named to HHS Advisory Council on Alzheimer’s

6. Weekly Affordable Care Act Bulletin

1.      HHS AWARDS $137 MILLION TO STATES TO BOOST PREVENTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius awarded up to $137 million, partly supported by the Affordable Care Act, to states to strengthen the public health infrastructure and provide jobs in core areas of public health.  Awarded in nearly every state, the grants enhance state, tribal, local and territorial efforts to provide tobacco cessation services, strengthen public health laboratory and immunization services, prevent healthcare-associated infections, and provide comprehensive substance abuse prevention and treatment.

The awards include:

·         $1 million to further enhance the nations’ public health laboratories by hiring and preparing scientists for careers in public health laboratories, providing training for scientists, and supporting public health initiatives related to infectious disease research.

·         Nearly $5 million to help states and territories enhance and expand the national network of tobacco cessation quitlines to increase the number of tobacco users who quit. Quitlines are the toll-free numbers people can call to obtain smoking cessation treatments and services. 

·         More than $42 million to support: improvements to the Immunization Information Systems (registries) and other immunization information technologies; development of systems to improve billing for immunization services; planning and implementation of adult immunization programs; enhancement of vaccination capacity located in schools; and evaluations of the impact on disease of recent vaccine recommendations for children and adolescents. 

·         $2.6 million to the Emerging Infections Programs around the country to continue improvement in disease monitoring, professional development and training, information technology development, and laboratory capacity.

·         $9.2 million to eight national non-profit professional public health organizations to assist state, tribal, local, and territorial health departments in adopting effective practices that strengthen their core public health systems and service delivery. They will also enhance the workforce by providing jobs in critical disciplines of epidemiology and informatics, thus attracting new talent to public health.  

·         $1.5 million to evaluate and prevent ventilator-associated pneumonia to reduce cases of Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) infections and protect Americans from healthcare-associated infectious diseases.

·         Up to $75 million to fund nine Screening, Brief Intervention, Referral and Treatment programs over the next five years. These programs will allow communities throughout the nation to provide more comprehensive substance abuse screening, secondary prevention, early intervention and referrals to treatment for people at higher risk for substance abuse. The actual award amounts may vary, depending on the availability of funds and the performance of the grantees.

A full list of grantees is available at: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/08/state_prevention_grants.html


2.      CDC AWARDS MORE THAN $49 MILLION TO STRENGTHEN STATE AND LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius awarded $49 million in grants, partly supported by the Affordable Care Act, to improve the quality of health care and strengthen the public health infrastructure. Awarded to all fifty States, the grants strengthen State, local and territorial health departments’ capacity to perform critical epidemiology and laboratory work, detect and prevent healthcare-associated infections and support immunization programs. This is double the spending for the same programs in 2010.

The grants will fund key State and local public health programs supported through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Of the grants awarded, $35.8 million in Prevention and Public Health Fund dollars and $3.8 million in additional CDC funding will go to increasing epidemiology, laboratory and health information systems capacity at health departments in all 50 States, two territories and the six largest local jurisdictions (such as the cities of Los Angeles and Philadelphia). This is the second year that the Affordable Care Act has strengthened public health departments’ capacity to fight infectious diseases through enhanced workforce training and improved information technology.

Almost $9 million will be used to bolster States’ abilities to prevent healthcare-associated infections (HAIs), which lead to nearly 100,000 deaths every year. Funds will help States coordinate their HAI prevention activities, implement multi-facility, multi-disciplinary prevention efforts, improve monitoring of antimicrobial use and enhance electronic reporting of HAIs.

Another $600,000 will be used to bolster States’ immunization infrastructure and programs. These dollars will strengthen the evidence base for immunization programs and policy by supporting important evaluations on the effectiveness of various vaccines.

A full list of grantees is available at: 

http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/08/state_cdc_grants.html


3.      NEW AFFORDABLE CARE ACT POLICY HELPS CONSUMERS BETTER UNDERSTAND AND COMPARE BENEFITS AND COVERAGE

The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS), Labor, and the Treasury proposed new rules under the Affordable Care Act that will enable consumers to easily understand their health coverage and determine the best health insurance options for themselves and their families. Likewise, these proposed rules will assist employers in finding the best coverage for their business and their employees. Under the proposed rules announced today, health insurers and group health plans will provide consumers with clear, consistent and comparable information about their health plan benefits and coverage. The new forms, scheduled to be available in 2012, will be a critical resource for more than 180 million health insurance consumers with private health insurance coverage.

The rules proposed today will enable consumers both to more easily understand the coverage they already have and, when purchasing new coverage, to make apples-to-apples comparisons of available options. Specifically, the proposed regulations would ensure consumers have access to two forms that will help them understand and evaluate their health insurance choices, including:

·         An easy to understand Summary of Benefits and Coverage; and 

·         A uniform glossary of terms commonly used in health insurance coverage, such as “deductible” and “co-pay”. 

More information about the proposed regulation is available at: http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/labels08172011a.html.

To view the proposed template for the Summary of Benefits and Coverage, visit: http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/labels08172011b.pdf

4.      AFFORDABLE CARE ACT INITITATIVE TO LOWER COSTS, HELP DOCTORS AND HOSPITALS COORDINATE CARE

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a new initiative to help improve care for patients while they are in the hospital and after they are discharged. Doctors, hospitals, and other health care providers can now apply to participate in a new program known as the Bundled Payments for Care Improvement initiative (Bundled Payments initiative). 


Organizations interested in applying to the Bundled Payments for Care Improvement initiative must submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) no later than September 22, 2011 for Model 1 and November 4, 2011 for Models 2, 3, and 4. For more information about the various models and the initiative itself, please see the Bundled Payments for Care Improvement initiative web site at: http://www.innovations.cms.gov/areas-of-focus/patient-care-models/bundled-payments-for-care-improvement.html.

To view a factsheet on the Bundled Payments for Care Improvement initiative visit http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/bundling08232011a.html.

Interested parties may obtain answers to specific questions by e-mailing CMS at: BundledPayments@cms.hhs.gov.

5.     Non-federal members named to hhs advisory council on alzheimer’s

Non-federal members named to HHS advisory council on Alzheimer’s 

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius today announced 12 individuals to serve on the Advisory Council on Alzheimer’s Research, Care, and Services. The 12 non-federal members are Alzheimer's disease patient advocates, caregivers, health care providers and others with Alzheimer's disease-related expertise who will advise the Secretary on federal programs that impact people with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.

“We are pleased to have this group of experts and advocates assisting HHS in developing a national plan for Alzheimer’s disease," said Secretary Sebelius. "We received an overwhelming number of nominations, demonstrating not only the impact of this debilitating condition but the widespread commitment to address it.”

The full Advisory Council, established May 23, also includes federal members and will meet quarterly to assist in the development of a national plan by HHS, Veterans Affairs, the Department of Defense, and the National Science Foundation to address the disease. The Advisory Council is required by the National Alzheimer’s Project Act and its members will serve for overlapping four-year terms.

"We are reviewing and coordinating our efforts to address the impact of Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias,” said Donald Moulds, principal deputy assistant secretary for planning and evaluation.  “With the input of the Advisory Council, we will create a national plan to help reduce financial and care impacts faced by people with the disease as well as promote research toward its prevention and treatment.”

Alzheimer’s disease currently affects 5.1 million Americans and is expected to affect more than 20 million by 2050. The National Alzheimer's Project Act, signed by President Obama in January, will help people and families across the country whose lives are touched by Alzheimer’s disease. The Act will help strengthen Alzheimer’s research, and health and long-term care services for affected individuals.

For more information on the Advisory Committee, please visit http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/napa/
For the full release please visit: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/08/20110823c.html 

6.      AFFORDABLE CARE ACT WEEKLY BULLETIN

Please find below the Affordable Care Act Bulletin.

We are continuing to add stakeholders to our list every day.  If you or anyone else would like to receive our news and announcements, please forward the contact information (including email addresses) to Region9ORD@hhs.gov.  Please send only add/remove requests to this email address.  If you would like to reach me personally, you can email me at herb.schultz@hhs.gov or call my cell at 415-265-7049.  

We look forward to a long and productive partnership on health reform implementation and other key HHS policies, programs, and initiatives.  Please let us know if you have any questions or need additional information.

Herb K. Schultz

Regional Director

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Region IX

90 Seventh Street, Suite 5-100

San Francisco, CA  94103

(415) 437-8500 - Main Number

(415) 437-8502 - Direct Number

(415) 265-7049 - Cell Phone

(415) 437-8505 - Fax

herb.schultz@hhs.gov 

http://www.hhs.gov/about/regions/r9contacts.html
 HHS Affordable Care Act Bulletin

August 26th, 2011

®   Find Insurance Options

®  Learn About Prevention

®  Compare Care Quality

®  Understanding the Law

®  Click here to access the new consumer focused Health Care Website.

®  Check out 50 States/50 Stories to find out what’s happening in your state and listen to stories from people across the country that are benefitting from the new law!

®  Check out www.CuidadodeSalud.Gov the partner site of HealthCare.gov.

®  For more information on the new Affordable Care Act click here.

®  Get information on relief the Affordable Care Act can provide to you here.

®  Get the Facts Straight on Health Reform here.

®  Check out our archived web chats here.

®  New brochures about the Affordable Care Act are available here. 

®  How is the Affordable Care Act helping you?  Share your story here.
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Recent News

August 25: HHS awards $137 million to states to boost prevention and public health

August 23: Affordable Care Act initiative to lower costs, help doctors and hospitals coordinate care

August 18: HHS awards $40 Million in grants to sign up children for health coverage

August 17: New Affordable Care Act Policy Helps Consumers Better Understand and Compare Benefits and Coverage

August 15: CDC awards more than $49 million to strengthen State and local health departments

August 12: HHS, Treasury take new steps to help states build Affordable Insurance Exchanges

August 4: Medicare prescription drug premiums will not increase, more seniors receiving free preventive care, discounts in the donut hole

August 1: Affordable Care Act Ensures Women Receive Preventive Services at No Additional Cost

Recent HealthCare Blog Posts

August 26: Making Insurance Data Transparent and Available, By Todd Park, HHS Chief Technology Officer

August 24: Good News from the States, By Richard Sorian, Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs

August 19: Better Medicare Products and Services at Lower Cost, By Jon Blum, CMS Deputy Administrator and Director of the Center for Medicare

August 18: Celebrating National Health Center Week in Philly, By Joanne Grossi, HHS Regional Director

August 17: Making Insurance Plans Easier to Understand, By Don Berwick, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

August 12: A Health Care Marketplace to Help You Find Insurance, By Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services

August 12: Jobs, Healthcare, and Education Resources for the African American Community, By Michael Blake, Deputy Associate Director of African American Outreach and Small & Minority Business Outreach for the Office of Public Engagement

August 12: The Latest Health Care Court Case, By Stephanie Cutter, Assistant to the President and Deputy Senior Advisor

August 9: Community Health Centers: Increasing Access to Affordable, High Quality Care, By Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services

August 8: Celebrating National Health Center Week, By Julia Eisman, HHS New Media Communications Director

August 4: Better Health and Lower Costs for Medicare Beneficiaries, By Don Berwick, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

August 3: Prevention at the Heart of Keeping Women Healthy Part 2, By Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services

August 1: La Prevención Ayuda a Mantener a Las Mujeres Sanas, By Kathleen Sebelius, Secretaria de Salud y Servicios Humanos

August 1: The Affordable Care Act Helps Women Stay Healthy, By Valerie Jarrett, Senior Advisor to the President for Intergovernmental Affairs and Public Engagement and Chair of the White House Council on Women and Girls

August 1: Prevention at the Heart of Keeping Women Healthy, By Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services

August 1: Making It Easier for Women to Get Care They Need, By Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services

July 28: Five Things People with Medicare Should Know, By Don Berwick, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Speeches

July 26, 2011 Americans with Disabilities Act 21st Anniversary; Washington, D.C.

July 11, 2011 Affordable Insurance Exchanges Announcement; Washington, D.C

June 27, 2011 2nd Annual National Accountable Care Organization Summit; Washington, D.C.

June 17, 2011 US Conference of Mayors; Baltimore, MD

June 7, 2011 National Disability Rights Network; Baltimore, MD

June 7, 2011 Hampton University 97th Annual Ministers’ Conference; Hampton, VA

June 6, 2011 Federal LGBT Youth Summit; Washington, D.C.

Fact Sheets

The fact sheets are condensed summaries of important provisions in the Affordable Care Act.

August 23, 2011

Improving Care Coordination and Lowering Costs by Bundling Payments

August 17, 2011

Providing Clear and Consistent Information to Consumers about Their Health Insurance Coverage

August 17, 2011

Proposed Template: Summary of Coverage and Benefits (PDF - 1.84 MB) Persons using assistive technology may not be able to fully access information in this file. For assistance, please email healthcareweb@hhs.gov.

August 12, 2011

State by State Enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, as of June 30, 2011

August 12, 2011

Affordable Insurance Exchanges: Simple, Seamless and Affordable Coverage - Overview

August 12, 2011

Affordable Insurance Exchanges: Simple, Seamless and Affordable Coverage - Exchange Eligibility and Employer Standards and the Affordable Care Act

August 12, 2011

Affordable Insurance Exchanges: Simple, Seamless and Affordable Coverage - Medicaid, CHIP and the Affordable Care Act

August 12, 2011

Affordable Insurance Exchanges: Simple, Seamless and Affordable Coverage - Health Insurance Premium Tax Credits and the Affordable Care Act (PDF - 145 KB)

August 9, 2011

Community Health Centers and the Affordable Care Act in 2011: Increasing Access to Affordable, Cost Effective, High Quality Care

August 1, 2011

Affordable Care Act Rules on Expanding Access to Preventive Services for Women

Information for Your Community and You

American Families

Children

Young Adults

Early Retirees

Seniors

African Americans

Latinos

Rural Americans

Women

Small Businesses

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders

Americans with Disabilities

LGBT Communities

Veterans

State By State Fact Sheets

Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act.

State By State Fact Sheets

Learn the facts and statistics about how the Affordable Care Act will benefit each state.

Regulations & Guidance

Regulations and guidance are used to implement many of the Affordable Care Act provisions that address both private and public health insurance.

Request for Applications for the Bundled Payments for Care Improvement Initiative (PDF – 21.4KB) (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Summary of Benefits and Coverage and Uniform Glossary (PDF – 385 KB) (Issued by the Department of the Treasury, Department of Labor, and the Department of Health and Human Services)

Request for Public Comment on Templates, Instructions, and Related Materials under the Public Health Service Act  (PDF – 8 MB) (Issued by the Department of the Treasury, Department of Labor, and the Department of Health and Human Services)

Proposed Rule on Exchange Functions in the Individual Market: Eligibility Determinations; Exchange Standards for Employers (PDF – 309 KB) (Issued by the Department of Health and Human Services)

Medicaid – Proposed Rule on Eligibility Changes under the Affordable Care Act of 2010 (PDF – 510 KB) (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Health Insurance Premium Tax Credits (PDF – 143 KB) (Issued by the Department of the Treasury and the Internal Revenue Service)

CMS-9992-IFC2: Group Health Plans and Health Insurance Issuers Relating to Coverage of Preventive Services under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

HRSA-Supported Women's Preventive Services: Required Health Plan Coverage Guidelines

CO-OPs - Establishment of Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO-OP) Program (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Establishment of Exchanges and Qualified Health Plans (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risks Corridors and Risk Adjustment (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Administrative Simplification –  Interim Final Rule on the Adoption of Operating Rules for Eligibility for a Health Plan and Health Care Claim Status Transactions (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Health Insurance Rate Review – Final Rule on Rate Increase Disclosure and Review (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Medicare – Final Rule on Hospital Inpatient Value-Based Purchasing (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Medicaid – Final Rule on Federal Funding for Medicaid Eligibility Determination and Enrollment Activities (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Medicaid – Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Home and Community-Based Services Waivers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Food Labeling - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Calorie Labeling of Articles of Food in Vending Machines (Issued by the Food and Drug Administration)

Food Labeling - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Nutrition Labeling of Standard Menu Items in Restaurants and Similar Retail Food Establishments (Issued by the Food and Drug Administration)

Accountable Care Organizations - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Accountable Care Organizations (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Health Insurance Rate Review NPRM (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Supplemental Guidance on Consumer Notices on Waivers of the Annual Limits Requirements (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Supplemental Guidance on Sale of New Business by Issuers Receiving Waivers (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Medical Loss Ratio Regulation (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight). View State MLR adjustment applications and public comments.

Initial Guidance to States on Exchanges (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Amendment to Regulation on “Grandfathered” Health Plans under the Affordable Care Act (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Medicaid IT NPRM - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Federal Funding for Medicaid Eligibility Determination and Enrollment Activities (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Medicaid RAC - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Medicaid Recovery Audit Contractor (RAC) Program (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Regulation on Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Request for Comment on Health Insurance Exchanges (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Regulation on Consumers' Right to Appeal Health Plan Decisions (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Preventive Services: Regulations and Recommendations

Patient’s Bill of Rights (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Regulation on “Grandfathered” Health Plans under the Affordable Care Act (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Dependent Coverage of Children Who Have Not Attained Age 26 (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Early Retiree Reinsurance Program (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

COBRA Continuation of Coverage (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Health Insurance Reform for Consumers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Health Insurance Reform for Employers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Self-Funded Nonfederal Governmental Plans (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Grants

The Affordable Care Act creates a number of new grant opportunities.  Below, you will find links to the grant centers for the agencies administering these grants.  There, and at Grants.gov, you can search for relevant grant opportunities.

CHIPRA Grant Awards

CDC National Public Health Improvement Initiative (NPHII) Grants

Consumer Assistance Program Grants – search for CFDA number 93.519 

OCIIO State Planning and Establishment Grants – search for CFDA number 93.525.

Office on Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight Grants

Administration for Children and Families Grants

Administration on Aging Grants

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

Health Resources and Services Administration Grants

Indian Health Service Grants

National Institutes of Health Grants

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Grants

Special Programs

Several new programs across the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services support the work of the Affordable Care Act. You will find information about these programs on this page.

Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs

Councils & Groups

The Affordable Care Act establishes a number of councils and groups to carry out provisions in the law.  To learn more about the organizations, click on a link below:

Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation

Interagency Working Group on Health Care Quality

National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health Council

Brochures/Educational Materials

Below you’ll find brochures and materials related to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.

New Benefits for Graduates and Young Adults (PDF – 206 KB)

Better Benefits, Better Health (PDF – 374 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Women (PDF – 311 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Young Adults (PDF – 193 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Seniors (PDF – 128 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Small Businesses (PDF – 160 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for You (PDF - English 2.78 MB, Spanish 2.59 MB) 

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Employers (PDF - English 916 KB, Spanish 963 KB) 

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Small Business (PDF - English 1.17 MB, Spanish 1 MB) 

The New Health Care Law - What it Means for You and Your Family (PDF - English 899 KB, Spanish 833 KB) 

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Rural America (PDF - English 1.06MB, Spanish 833 KB) 

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Young Adults (PDF - English 971 KB, Spanish 879 KB) 

Patient Protections & Insurance Reforms 

Poster: Are You Eligible for the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan? (PDF - English 271 KB, Spanish 231 KB) 

Newsletter Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the PCIP program with your newspaper or newsletter readers.

Website Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the PCIP program with your online readers. 

The Affordable Care Act — What it Means for Those with Pre-Existing Conditions (PDF - English 354 KB, Spanish 356 KB) 

Medicare and the New Health Care Law — What it Means for You 

PC

...
