	Not displaying correctly? Click Here

	




	 
About OSHPD: 
The Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development is one of 13 departments within the California Health and Human Services Agency OSHPD administers programs which endeavor to implement the vision of 'Equitable Healthcare Accessibility for California' 
--Read further--
About HWDD:
Federal and state authorities provide guidance and criteria for HWDD programs operations HWDD supports healthcare accessibility through the promotions of a diverse and competent workforce while providing analysis of California's healthcare infrastructure..... 
--Read further--.
NOVEMBER ISSUE OF HEALTHCARE PATHWAYS STUDENT NEWSLETTER NOW AVAILABLE 

The November 2011 issue of the Healthcare Pathways newsletter is now available online. This latest issue features information on health careers in geriatrics and gerontology. This area of medicine is dedicated to the care and well-being of senior citizens and the unique needs of the aging population. Additional articles can help students locate a health education certification program to jumpstart a health career or learn how to avoid injuries when using computers or electronic devices. The latest Healthcare Pathways newsletter can be found at: www.oshpd.ca.gov/HWDD/HCTP.html. 
FINAL REPORT ISSUED FOR PROPOSED RULES ON THE DESIGNATION OF MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS AND HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREAS 
On October 31, 2011, The Negotiated Rulemaking Committee sponsored by the U.S. Health and Human Services Agency (HHS), completed and submitted their report to the Secretary outlining areas of consensus reached by the Committee for recommendations governing the designations of Medically Underserved Populations (MUP) and Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSA). 

The Committee, unable to reach full consensus on a complete proposed rule, did achieve consensus on two of the six designation methodologies and the remaining methodologies received majority support. The Secretary of HHS will publish an interim final rule governing the HPSA and MUP designations. It is at the discretion of the Secretary to incorporate the Committee’s recommendations in completing the final rules and a timeframe has not been determined at this point. 

For more information on the reports and notices of the Committee, including the Final Report submitted to HHS, please visit the following Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) Negotiated Rulemaking Committee’s website link, http://www.hrsa.gov/advisorycommittees/shortage/. 

OSHPD’s Shortage Designation Program provides data analysis services and liasons between the federal government and healthcare provider sites applying for HPSA or MUA/MUP status. Shortage designation program information and resources are available at: www.oshpd.ca.gov/HWDD/Shortage_Designation_Prog.html. 

Questions and comments on shortage designations for clinics and providers can be directed to Mr. Hovik Khosrovian or Ms. Konder Chung at (916) 326-3734 and (916) 326-3706, respectively, or via email at: hkhosrov@oshpd.ca.gov and konder.chung@oshpd.ca.gov. 
“This program is funded by U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration.”
CALIFORNIA HEALTHCARE REFORM 

With passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and knowledge that millions of uninsured Californians will need access to the State’s healthcare delivery system, OSHPD continues its leadership role as Co-Chair of the California Health Care Reform (HCR), Healthcare Workforce Workgroup in partnership with the California Workforce Investment Board (CWIB). 

OSHPD in collaboration with the CWIB is working to develop a comprehensive strategy for healthcare workforce development in California. OSHPD and CWIB’s work is focused on the health education, training, and workforce development provisions in Title V of PPACA and has included the establishment of the Health Care Workforce Development Council (Council) to guide the preparation of a comprehensive strategy that can be implemented statewide and regionally. 

Throughout the HCR planning efforts, OSHPD has gathered recommendations through the implementation of regional focus groups and the leveraging of other statewide health care workforce planning efforts. The Council is currently in the process of prioritizing the recommendations that will be part of the State’s comprehensive strategy for health care workforce development in California. The next Council meeting is scheduled for December 14, 2011 in Sacramento. Additional information on OSHPD’s HCR activities can be found through OSHPD’s HCR website at: http://www.oshpd.ca.gov/Reform/. 
SONG-BROWN RE-RELEASES PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT MENTAL HEALTH SPECIAL PROGRAMS RFA 

Looking to increase the number of potential applicants, the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) with the Department of Mental Health (DMH) are pleased to announce the re-release of the Request for Application (RFA) for the Song-Brown Physician’s Assistant Mental Health Special Program. Total funding available for the 1st and 2nd release of the RFA is $500,000. 

Each program may apply for a single award of up to $100,000 for a project no longer than 2 years in length. For more information and/or a copy of the application visit: http://www.oshpd.ca.gov/HWDD/Song_Brown_Prog.html. 

Application deadline is December 14, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. 
SUBSCRIBE TO OSHPD ANNOUNCEMENTS, REPORTS AND INFORMATION 

Sign up today for updates, news, and announcements from OSHPD programs and services. Using the new subscription service, anyone can provide an email address and then choose subject areas which are most important to you, including public meetings and notices, financial opportunities for students, healthcare data and reports, or other healthcare workforce related news. Visit the OSHPD subscription page at: www.oshpd.ca.gov/signup.html. 
UPDATED CALENDAR OF EVENTS NOW AVAILABLE 

An updated Healthcare Workforce Development Division (HWDD) Calendar of Events is now available providing information on health workforce related career fairs, training events, conferences, and opportunities for learning and networking. 

The calendar of events is available at the Health Careers Training Program resources web page: www.oshpd.ca.gov/HWDD/HCTP.html. 
If your educational program or organization has an upcoming event scheduled for healthcare students or professionals, please reply to the Health Careers Training Program Coordinator, Kevin Romero, at: kevin.romero@oshpd.ca.gov. 
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