Today, I would like to share with you the latest edition of the Affordable Care Act Bulletin:

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES                             

Take health care into your own hands

HHS Affordable Care Act Bulletin

October 14th, 2011

®   Find Insurance Options

®  Learn About Prevention

®  Compare Care Quality

®  Understanding the Law

®  Click here to access the new consumer focused Health Care Website.

®  Check out 50 States/50 Stories to find out what’s happening in your state and listen to stories from people across the country that are benefitting from the new law!

®  Check out www.CuidadodeSalud.Gov the partner site of HealthCare.gov.

®  For more information on the new Affordable Care Act click here.

®  Get information on relief the Affordable Care Act can provide to you here.

®  Get the Facts Straight on Health Reform here.

®  Check out our archived web chats here.

®  New brochures about the Affordable Care Act are available here. 

®  How is the Affordable Care Act helping you?  Share your story here.
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Recent News

October 20: HHS announces new incentives for providers to work together through Accountable Care Organizations when caring for people with Medicare

October 20: New Go4Life campaign focuses on fitness for older adults

October 20: NIH researchers show how anti-HIV drug acts to block herpes virus

October 19: Medicare Covers Screening and Counseling for Alcohol Misuse and Screening for Depression

October 18: Obama Administration’s regulatory reductions to save health care system nearly $1.1 billion

October 18: HHS Office for Civil Rights Enforces Section 504 and the ADA 

October 17: Affordable Care Act program to help health care professionals improve care for patients and reduce costs in their communities

October 14: Medicare Open Enrollment begins Saturday -- seniors have more benefits, better choices, lower costs

October 14: Administration on Aging awards National Hispanic Senior Medicare Patrol grant to fight Medicare fraud

October 13: Administration on Aging funds first national adult protective services resource center

October 13: HHS announces record number of National Health Service Corps members

October 12: Statement from Secretary Sebelius on World Arthritis Day

October 6: More people using free preventive benefits provided by Affordable Care 

October 6: HHS awards $19.3 million to boost primary care workforce

October 5: FDA commissioner outlines steps to spur biomedical innovation, improve health of Americans 

September 30: Affordable Care Act helps improve the health of the American workforce

September 29: BARDA supports development of oral radiation drug

September 29: Affordable Care Act to support quality improvement and access to primary care for more Americans

September 28: CDC takes new steps to combat childhood obesity

September 28: HHS launches new Affordable Care Act Initiative to strengthen primary care

September 22: HHS Announces $224 million to support evidence-based home visiting programs to help parents and children

September 21: New Data: Affordable Care Act helps one million additional young adults get health insurance

September 20: Over $100 Million in new Affordable Care Act Grants Help Fight Health Insurance Premium Hikes

Recent HealthCare Blog Posts

October 21: What People are Saying: Promoting Coordinated Health Care

October 20: Get the Care You Need, When You Need It

October 18: Reducing Regulatory Burdens in Health Care, Saving More Than $1 Billion

October 17: The Affordable Care Act: Helping You Spend More Time With Your Doctor, Reducing Costs

October 14: The CLASS Program

October 14: Dr. Biden: October Is the Time for Each of Us to Consider the Role We Can Play in Combating Breast Cancer

October 13: Celebrating Corps Community Day

October 13: Risk Adjustment and Health Insurance

October 13: Rate Review: Cutting Costs for Consumers and Small Businesses – Chapter One 

October 13: HHS announces record number of National Health Service Corps members

October 11: New Flexibilities Expand and Promote Partnerships

October 11: Medicare Open Enrollment: 4 Places to Look for Medicare Information

October 7: New Online Tool Gives You More Information about Premium Increases

October 6: Champions of Change: Leaders in the Fight Against Breast Cancer

October 5: HHS Reviews Progress Towards National HIV/AIDS Strategy Goals 

October 5: 30 Years of AIDS: Ambassador Eric Goosby 

October 5: Innovation at the Food and Drug Administration 

October 4: Ready to join us in Facing AIDS for World AIDS Day 2011? 

October 3: Medicare Open Enrollment: Medicare Is Stronger Than Ever

October 3: Reaffirming Our commitment to Fighting- and Preventing- Breast Cancer

September 28: Improving Health Care through Faith-Based and Community Partnerships

September 28: Obama Administration Asks Supreme Court to hear Health Care lawsuit

September 27: Health Insurance Premium Update

September 23: One Million more Young Adults have health insurance 

September 23: September is Sickle Cell Disease Awareness Month 

September 21: Helping Veterans Transition to Careers in Nursing 

September 21: One Million More Young Adults Have Coverage Thanks to Health Law

September 21: New Report Shows “Significant” Drop in Uninsured Young People, Thanks to Affordable Care Act

Speeches 

October 18, 2011: SEIU Nurse Leadership Conference

October 17, 2011: National Coalition for LGBT Health

September 15, 2011: National Vaccine Advisory Committee

August 19, 2011: Countermeasures Review Rollout

August 10, 2011: H1N1 in post-pandemic period

August 9, 2011: Senior Medicare Patrol National Conference; Washington, DC 

August 2, 2011: Office of Refugee Resettlement National Consultation; Washington, DC 

Fact Sheets

The fact sheets are condensed summaries of important provisions in the Affordable Care Act.

October 20: New Affordable Care Act Tools Offer Incentives for Providers to Work Together When Caring for People with Medicare

October 18: Reduced Medicare Regulatory Burdens for Health Care Providers Would Save Nearly $1.1 Billion

October 17: The Innovation Advisors Program

October 14: State by State Enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, as of August 31, 2011

September 28: The Comprehensive Primary Care Initiative

September 27: The Community Transformation Grants Program 

September 27: Community Transformation Grants: Addressing Health Disparities and Improving Opportunities for Health

September 22: Over $100 Million to help states crack down on Unreasonable Health Insurance Rate Hikes

September 19: Affordable Insurance Exchanges: State Partnership Model 

September 16: State by State Enrollment in the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan, as of July 31st

September 14:  Reducing Improper Payments, Fighting Fraud, and Curbing Waste and Abuse under the Affordable Care Act

September 13: The Building Blocks of Million Hearts: An Overview of Public & Private Supports 

September 1: Review of Health Insurance Rate Increases

September 1: Your Insurer: Rate Increase Requests & Company Profiles

September 1: Rate Review Grants: Significant State Achievements

Information for Your Community and You

American Families

Children

Young Adults

Early Retirees

Seniors

African Americans

Latinos

Rural Americans

Women

Small Businesses

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders

Americans with Disabilities

LGBT Communities

Veterans

State By State Fact Sheets

Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act.

State By State Fact Sheets

Learn the facts and statistics about how the Affordable Care Act will benefit each state.

Regulations & Guidance

Regulations and guidance are used to implement many of the Affordable Care Act provisions that address both private and public health insurance.

CMS-9992-IFC2: Group Health Plans and Health Insurance Issuers Relating to Coverage of Preventive Services under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

HRSA-Supported Women's Preventive Services: Required Health Plan Coverage Guidelines

Health Insurance Rate Review – Final Rule on Rate Increase Disclosure and Review (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Medicare – Final Rule on Hospital Inpatient Value-Based Purchasing (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Medicaid – Final Rule on Federal Funding for Medicaid Eligibility Determination and Enrollment Activities (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Medicaid – Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Home and Community-Based Services Waivers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services)

Food Labeling - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Calorie Labeling of Articles of Food in Vending Machines (Issued by the Food and Drug Administration)

Food Labeling - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Nutrition Labeling of Standard Menu Items in Restaurants and Similar Retail Food Establishments (Issued by the Food and Drug Administration)

Accountable Care Organizations - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Accountable Care Organizations (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Medicaid IT NPRM - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Federal Funding for Medicaid Eligibility Determination and Enrollment Activities (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Medicaid RAC - Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Medicaid Recovery Audit Contractor (RAC) Program (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Preventive Services: Regulations and Recommendations

Patient’s Bill of Rights (Issued by the Center of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Regulation on “Grandfathered” Health Plans under the Affordable Care Act (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Dependent Coverage of Children Who Have Not Attained Age 26 (Issued by the Center of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Early Retiree Reinsurance Program (Issued by the Office of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

Health Care Reform Insurance Web Portal Requirements (Issued by the Center of Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight)

COBRA Continuation of Coverage (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Health Insurance Reform for Consumers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Health Insurance Reform for Employers (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Self-Funded Nonfederal Governmental Plans (Issued by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services)

Grants

The Affordable Care Act creates a number of new grant opportunities.  Below, you will find links to the grant centers for the agencies administering these grants.  There, and at Grants.gov, you can search for relevant grant opportunities.

CDC National Public Health Improvement Initiative (NPHII) Grants

Consumer Assistance Program Grants – search for CFDA number 93.519 

OCIIO State Planning and Establishment Grants – search for CFDA number 93.525.

Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight Grants

Administration for Children and Families Grants

Administration on Aging Grants

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

Health Resources and Services Administration Grants

Indian Health Service Grants

National Institutes of Health Grants

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Grants

Special Programs

Several new programs across the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services support the work of the Affordable Care Act. You will find information about these programs on this page.

Partnership for Patients: Better Care, Lower Costs

Councils & Groups

The Affordable Care Act establishes a number of councils and groups to carry out provisions in the law.  To learn more about the organizations, click on a link below:

Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO)

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation

Interagency Working Group on Health Care Quality

National Prevention, Health Promotion and Public Health Council

Brochures/Educational Materials

Below you’ll find brochures and materials related to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.

New Benefits for Graduates and Young Adults (PDF – 206 KB)

Better Benefits, Better Health (PDF – 374 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Women (PDF – 311 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Young Adults (PDF – 193 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Seniors (PDF – 128 KB) 

Better Benefits, Better Health for Small Businesses (PDF – 160 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for You (PDF - English 2.78 MB, Spanish 2.59 MB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Employers (PDF - English 916 KB, Spanish 963 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Small Business (PDF - English 1.17 MB, Spanish 1 MB)

The New Health Care Law - What it Means for You and Your Family (PDF - English 899 KB, Spanish 833 KB)

Medicare and the New Health Care Law — What it Means for You (PDF - 314 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Rural America (PDF - English 1.06MB, Spanish 833 KB)

The Affordable Care Act - What it Means for Young Adults (PDF - English 971 KB, Spanish 879 KB)

New Benefits for Graduates and Young Adults (PDF – 206 KB)

Patient Protections & Insurance Reforms

Poster: Are You Eligible for the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan? (PDF - English 271 KB, Spanish 231 KB) 

Newsletter Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the PCIP program with your newspaper or newsletter readers.

Website Language for Partners: Use this toolkit to share information about the PCIP program with your online readers. 

The Affordable Care Act — What it Means for Those with Pre-Existing Conditions (PDF - English 354 KB, Spanish 356 KB) 

PCIP Facts: The Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan – New Health Coverage Option for the Uninsured (PDF – English 123 KB, Spanish 162 KB)

Generic Flyer: The Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan – New Health Coverage Option for the Uninsured (PDF – 229 KB)

Web Badge for Partners: Add a PCIP.gov badge to your website.

We are continuing to add stakeholders to our “CONTACT” list every day so if you or anyone else would like to add other individuals/organizations, please forward the information to HHSRegion9ORD@hhs.gov. As always, you can reach me on email at herb.schultz@hhs.gov and on cell at 415-265-7049.

We look forward to a long and productive partnership on health reform implementation and other key HHS policies, programs, and initiatives.  Please let us know if you have any questions or need additional information.

Herb K. Schultz

Regional Director

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Region IX

90 Seventh Street, Suite 5-100

San Francisco, CA  94103

(415) 437-8500 - Main Number

(415) 437-8502 - Direct Number

(415) 265-7049 - Cell Phone

(415) 437-8505 - Fax

herb.schultz@hhs.gov

