Talking Points: State Legal Challenges 

of Federal Health Reform
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) provides security and stability to those who have insurance, offers affordable options and peace of mind for those who don’t, and helps families and small businesses access quality and affordable health care. Those in support of expending substantial time, money, and resources on legislation and lawsuits aimed at repealing health reform should remember that repealing health care reform means repealing these critical lifelines that have finally been provided for tens of millions of Americans.   
An increasing number of constitutional experts assert that state challenges to various aspects of the health care reform bill are largely symbolic and – more importantly – very unlikely to succeed in court. 
Health reform means that everyone will assume personal responsibility for having insurance.  Reform also means that we will only pay what we can afford.  For those who need coverage, there will be a sliding fee based on family income.  We’ll no longer be paying for the “cost-shifting” that currently goes on to pay for the care of the uninsured.  We all want to be able to take care of ourselves and our families, and federal health reform helps do just that.
Through their elected officials in Congress – Americans have expressed their desire and support for meaningful changes to a system that too often resulted in inequities, inefficiencies, and outright denial of what ANA believes is a basic human right – affordable, high-quality health care for all. 
It is time to focus, not on dedicating precious resources, time, and effort to continuing a battle that has already been decided, but instead on ensuring that the Amercian people fully realize the promise and benefit of health care reform, and continue to work together to explore opportunities to enhance and expand these benefits in the years and decades to some.    
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