Good morning. I’m Nancy Spradling, Executive Director for the California School Nurses Organization.

We are opposing this bill because we, too, care about the safety of the kids in all of the school districts in the state. Schools have a legal obligation to provide children with diabetes- and ALL the other students with medical needs - the appropriately licensed nursing services to which they are entitled under both federal and state law. And there are school districts that are not - and that is WRONG.
But - rather than lessening statute, shouldn’t we be looking at ways to provide services that DON”T require a change in laws?   Legislative efforts should be directed at helping school districts find ways to provide services appropriately. These areas include: 

· mandate funding for school health services for ALL kids with chronic illness
· provide the CA Department of Education with the authority to enforce existing laws and licensed personnel requirements 
· require awareness training for administrators and school staff so everyone understands diabetes and basic care can be provided quickly and safely.

· mandate reporting of student health needs so that they can be accurately identified and resources provided; 
You have heard from educated and caring parents, who understand the complexities of the disease and who know their own children. But there are thousands of families who are not and do not. They are not well-educated; there are language barriers, and transportation barriers. Children’s Hospital in Madera, at a recent conference, lamented on the problems of training parents. 

All we hear from the supporters are that unlicensed people do it all the time. ...there have been no problems.  But there is no system to report problems or errors - especially in schools.

And we take issue with some of the districts, reported by Assembly Member Hall, as using unlicensed staff - supposedly Visalia and Natomas were two of the names I caught - yet I have communications from nurses in both of those districts that only licensed staff are used. 

We also take issue with the number of states reported as supposedly allowing unlicensed staff to administer insulin. The number is actually more like 19. And those states have delegation, where it is the nurse’s decision and the nurse’s responsibility. California does not have delegation in our practice act.  

If there are 15,000 students with diabetes, and the majority can self administer, and many of those who cannot self-administer are currently being served by a variety of nurses - RNs, LVNs and credentialed school nurses - in many school districts, then why are we lessening the law to let the school districts who aren’t providing services, who are ignoring the law ... off the hook? 
Physicians, who have never spent a day in a school office or a classroom of 35, support it...

The school staff who are going to be targeted to “volunteer” are already multi-tasking.  Parents think they are going to get their own personal diabetes aide, always available to call and to receive calls from mom and dad.  And some might.  But some will not. They will get someone who is not being given a choice to volunteer - someone who has a job and duties that involve the other 35+ kids in the classroom, and a curriculum and lessen plans to follow, and papers to grade, and projects to supervise...or a secretary or office clerk who will be juggling the phone, helping teachers, parents, and other kids in and out of the office....and their child is not going to have the special care parents think this bill is going to provide. 

The proponents of this bill are also confusing the issue by equating insulin with emergency medications. Glucagon is an emergency drug. Insulin is not.  An overdose of glucagon will do no harm. An overdose of insulin can kill. Yes- you can train mom and big brother and even grandma...but if grandma screws up, mom and dad aren’t going to sue Grandma...

Giving glucagon by mistake cannot kill. Giving insulin by mistake can and does kill. 

Insulin is a medication that is considered to be dangerous, and in the hands of an unlicensed person in the chaotic setting of a school can be deadly. Jeopardizing even one child’s life with inappropriate care is not and should not be an acceptable practice. 
“A shortage of one type of professional is not a reason to change the standard of medical care” according to Dr. Cecil Wilson, president-elect of the American Medical Association in a recent news article.
Compromising student safety, by changing state law, rather than enforcing existing law is a slippery slope. It’s time to stop the madness. Please vote no.
