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Resolution to Support Measures to Prevent Harm Related to Drunk Driving

Mary F. Klotzbach RN BSN

American Nurses Association California

General Assembly

                                                                October 24, 2009

WHEREAS, California had over 204,000 DUI (DMV Research and Development Branch, 2009, p. 3)arrests last year, NHTSA reports that in 2007 29.1 percent of all traffic fatalities involved a drunk driver and 1,155 Californians died in a drunk driving crash(National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA, p. 1)and
WHEREAS NHTSA has found over 310,000 Californians have three or more DUI convictions (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration [NHTSA], 2008); and

WHEREAS the cost of drunk driving crashes results in a cost of $8.4 billion annually to the citizens of the State of California(Rosen, Miller, & Simom, 2008, p. 9), including a cost to households of at least $165 dollars on top of increased insurance premiums per year(Taylor, Miller, & Cox, 2002); and 

WHEREAS the cost of losing a life impacts the family and friends, potentially impacting the health care system in terms of psychosocial illness and mental health care; 

WHEREAS the drunk driver impacts the health care system by causing injury to themselves and others, which the potentially injury that may require long term rehabilitation; 

WHEREAS, the California State Assembly and the California State Senate passed and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed into law AB 91, a bill sponsored by MADD and endorsed by ANA\C; a bill that establishes a pilot program in four California counties mandating that all persons convicted of DUI drive with an interlock device for a minimum specified period of time based on the number of convictions the person has received; and

WHEREAS interlocks serve to supervise a convicted DUI offender by ensuring that if the offender’s blood alcohol concentration is above the legal limit he cannot start his car; and

WHEREAS interlocks where used for a minimum of five months are proven up to ninety percent effective in reducing DUI recidivism; and

WHEREAS each year California sees a great percentage of its DUI offenders reoffend; and

WHEREAS the average person to receive a first DUI conviction has taken at least eighty-seven trips with an impaired blood alcohol concentration level before being caught(Zador, Krawchuk, & Moore, 1997); and

WHEREAS interlocks will eliminate the possibility of driving drunk;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that by the adoption of this Resolution, the American Nurses Association of California (ANA/CA) will advocate for and support MADD’s Campaign to Eliminate Drunk Driving and support efforts such as the interlock to eliminate drunk driving. 
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